CHAPTER V
PROTECTION
AT each stage in his early political career Mr, Baldwin appeared as a simple, easily comprehensible person. He created himself slowly round a consistent political belief and became a force in a definite direction. There was no confusion in his personality and no confusion in the estimate that other people made of him. He was a Midland industrialist first and foremost and for such a figure the highest position in politics might some day be vacant. Only journalists wrote nonsense about his "cultivated and exquisite intellect" since he bid fair to possess something greater than mere intellect.
Those were the days when the industrial problem was passed over unsolved. There was no power which could co-ordinate and control the enterprises and inventions of the last fifty years. In the early years of the present century all the important political questions were subsidiary to a fundamental point at issue. The real struggle in English domestic politics was between production and consumption. In time it may seem absurd that any issue could have been joined between two complementary forces; but at the outset of Mr. Baldwin's political career the battle waged furiously. The producers were prepared to stand or fall by Protection. The consumers were prepared to lay down their lives in the cause of cheap food. The one side was influenced by the fear of unemployment; the other by the desire for a wealthier and more emancipated existence. It was an irrational contest, as in the event
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